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□ Urgent □ For Review 


□ Please Comment 


□ Please Reply □ Please Recycle 



•Comments: 



Per the voicernail I left for you on April 20, 2005, Please note the following Advisory Action 
response. I will call you on April 21, 2005 to discuss and clarify. 

Thank you, 

Kelvan Patrick Howard 




Division of MDS Pharma Services (US) Inc. 
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I hereby cert/fy that this correspondence is being 

deposited with the United States Postal Service as 

first class mafl in an envelope addressed to: 

MS: Amendment Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Data ot Deposit 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER PATENT 
Ar> „ Docket No.: -23US 

APR 2 0 2005 



Kelvan Patrick Howard, 48£99 



Docket No. 002300US 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: 



Vivian F. Liu et aJ. 
Application No.: 09/929,5 1 3 
Filed: August 13, 2001 

For: METHOD FOR ANALYZING CELLULAR 
EVENTS 



Examiner: Nelson Yang 
Art Unit: 1641 

RESPONSE TO AD VIS OR V APTi nxf 
MAILED 

FEBRUARY Oft , ?nn<r 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Examiner Yang: 

In response to the Advisory Action mailed 02/08/05, the applicant respectfully submits the 
following remarks and requests reconsideration of the above-identifieS application 

The Examiner noted that: "Continuation of 1 1 . does NOT place the application in condition for 
allowance because: applicant's arguments were not found persuasive Annl £S J^es Tt tZ 
pnor art cited m the rejection teaches only molecular evenls and not cel?£^ 
applicant argues that the binding of proteins and cells would not constituted SS^' 
Ex = does not necessari.v agree with this argument, as applicant has defined ev^S" 
as reactions and structural rearrangements occurring as a result of the activity of a S cell L 
well as all other funct^ns of Uving cells [0006.4]. Binding between jJ^^S^S^u 
be mcluded m dus definition. However, should applicant's argument tha bin^ng be^leT 

SpecTcany £5i « SSS' f ^ 1 W ° U,d ™ d ^ «• 
mnt^! u 7 u S H screenm S based on biological function, in order to identify 

He* et 1 ^ h ''""J I 0 " 6 ,yPC ° f bi ° IOgiCal activity of function (column 50, lines 26 30) 
^Scls^S^SS f^ ^-^P^-ng as assay where a detectable binding 
complex 1S only formed if a test hgand is able to bind to a receptor in a cell and trigger the 

(coTm^hLTlT r ^f^ 11 ^ t0 f0m ^ de tectable binlgSmptx 

(column 50, hne 65-column M, line 5)-thus while the binding aspect might not be a cellular 
event...the expression of the reporter molecule by the cell would be." 



PACE 2M * RCVD AT 4/20/2005 6:07:16 PM [Eastern DayDflht Time} * SVR:USPTOEFXRF-1tf * DNIS:8729308 * CS©:650 635 4399 * DURATION <mm-ss):01-52 



•Rpr 20 05 03:08p 



Enggar Threets 



650-635-4399 



p. 3 



Liu et al. 

Serial No. 09/929,513 
Page 2 



As applicant noted in the response mailed on 12 1 3 04 annlir^t ; 0 ,. , 

interaction (on the surface or in the cytoplasm or nucleus of a rHl w^iid. <~i>/-n> ^ 

camp/Ca ion events, membrane changes, and protein expression levels " Please note f CThL 
events listed as ceHular activity are the same as those Jed in paragraph w"^™ 

SSI c° eS T h SC /f en , ,ng b3Sed on biol «gicaJ function, in order to identify molecules which 

^t^s tnTrr a by *■ target * not a cei — - 

It^ihl^ ^ Examin f • Hefli does tea <* an embodiment comprising an assay where a 
detectable binding complex ,s only formed if a test ligand is able to bind to a rec^tor fn a cell 
and trigger the expression of a reporter molecule which then binds to font i tn TdXc^blhZL. 
complex (column 50, .me 65-column 51, line 5), but the applicant respectruHy disaSees thaUh? 

J™ Paragraph [0064] with the statement "Examples of cellular activity that can be 

cell ) mclude GPCR-med,ated pathway induction, ion-channel modulation morphologic 

expression levels. (Agam, please note that these events listed as cellular activity are the same 
as those listed m paragraph [0006.4] as cellular events.) Hefti is discussmg ^STbindlnfof a 

the quote above notes, ,t st.ll refers to a molecular interaction or molecular even Hefti t 
detectmg the mit.al molecular event (the reporter molecule binding with the ligand" We are 
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In view of the remarks set out above it is submit^ th*, ti, ,• • - 

allowance. suomitted thai this apphcanon is now ready for 



Respectfully submitted, 



Kelvan Patrick Howard, Ph D 
Reg. No. 48,999 

Direct Tel.: (650) 635-4386 



MDS Sciex (US) 

1170 Veteran's Blvd. 

S. San Francisco, California 94080 

Tel: (650) 635-4380 

Fax: (650) 635-4399 

KPH/kph 
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